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The following information amplifies reports received previously 
and information now in the press: 


Source veports that the original Socialist maneuver anticipated: 
{a) failure of Ramadier to form sa government because of 
Communist insistence on chtalning the Ministry of National 
Defense, and (b) the return of the Blum government, Contrary 
to all expectations, however, Ramadier succeeded in persuading 
deputies of all parties to accept a Commmist as Minister of 
Natlonal Defense, Acceptance of this was based largely on the 
grounds that Communist power in this post would be strictly 
curteiled. Source states that the only resistance to this 
program centered in Bidanlt, Robert Schuman, and Maurice 
Schumann. In view of the acceptance of rightist parties, PRL 
and UDSR, the majorly of the MRP were unwilling to refuse to 
participate in the government and thus automatically replace the 
PRL as opposition party of the extreme right. 


Power of the Mintatry of National Defense will be curtailed as 


follows, source reports, With the consent of all parties — ! 
except the CP, the Chief of Goverrment will issue a decres 
defining distribution of powers and functions of the Minister 
of National Pefense and Subministers of Army, Navy, and Air: 


@ ‘Etat Major General National Defense, to depend directly 
on the Chief of Government who by French law is also 
Comuander=in-Chief of the Army. ~y 

§ 


b,. The Minister of Netional Defense is to have full juris- Y 
diction only for ordnance, military justice, and health = «_ 
services. For all other affairs of National Defense RS 
three subministers for Army, Navy, and Air are to have 
sole authority to initiate and sign orders. Orders will 
be countersigned by the Minister cf National Defense 
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ce, Subministers of Army, Navy, and Air WLL1 be moderates 
or rightists. On this basis, source states, 
moderates end rightists will be assured that Communist 
control and interference will be completely prevented. 


The following rumors are reported to be current and are saja 
to be taken seriously in some offleial French circles: 


a, French Freemason elements are propagating the idea that 
the United States is favorable to the Ramadier govern- 
ment. despite the fact that the Communists have oftained 
the Ministry of Natlonal Defense, . 

b. Military circles f«ar that the United States while adopt- 
ing a favorable of laissex-faire attitude toward the 
Ramadier government will take occasion, because of the 
continuing impotent government in France, to give support 
to the Arab cause in North Africa in order to entrench 
United States military interests. Source gtates that 
rumors have reached the French of an important meeting 
between British and United States military personnel, 
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ore’ 
obtained his information, is of @ opinion that the 


Ramadier government will last since it has the suppert of 
all the political parties. 
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